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he new owners of this ultra-modern Harbor Acres show-
place never have to fret that their 2,000-bottle collec-
tion of fine wines will go bad. A built-in monitor in their

floor-to-ceiling glass-walled wine cellar keeps the temperature at
56 to 59 degrees; they're notified immediately by email if it varies
by a degree.

They never have to wonder, either, if their visiting college-age
kids are helping themselves to a favorite chardonnay. A series of
secret keypad codes gains entrance to one of the wine cellar's
four doors—each door allowing access to a different level of
wine—all of them controlled via magnetic locks, and all of them
on camera. "There's a guest door, the wife door, the master of the
house door, etc. The minute one of those doors opens up, he's no-
tified and he can go to the camera to see who's there,” says Mark
van den Broek, president of Sarasota's SmartHouse Integration,
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Interior designer Pamela Hughes designed the orange plexiglass
dining room light fixture, above, to complement the high-tech
glass-walled wine cellar. Previous page: The Orb, an expanding and
contracting aluminum sculpture, is the living-room showstopper.

who designed the tech system that transformed the residence
into a house that’s not just smart but a certified genius.

It seemed like sci-fi a few short years ago, but 45 percent of all
Americans either own some smart-house technology or plan to pur-
chase some this year, according to a recent poll by Coldwell Banker
Residential Real Estate. And more than a third of them say they don't
consider themselves early adopters of technology. The technology
is getting simpler to use almost by the minute. And it's also get-
ting mare affordable, says van den Broek. “For $5,000 you can get a
single-room setup—audio, video, security, a little bit of lighting, tem-
perature control. That gives you a foundation you can build on later”

HGTV's 2016 Smart Home, a new house in Raleigh, N.C., is
packed full of devices that control lighting, temperature, home
security and even toothbrushes—yes, that's right, a company
named Kolibree makes an electric toothbrush that monitors
how long your children brush and reads them short stories while
they're doing it. It was introduced in 2014 at the CES global con-
sumer electronics and technology trade show in Las Vegas.

=

The owners purchased this Harbor Acres home for $7 million, then gutted it and started over.

Rick Oswald of
Oz Planning and
Design created
the fireplace that
separates the
living and dining
rooms; the
column is made
of steel mesh.

SmartHouse Integration won three big awards for its Harbor
Acres project at this year’s CES show: Innovation Project of the
Year, Lighting Control Project of the Year and Retrofit Project
of the year over $50,000. Actually, it cost well into six figures
for the entire tech scheme for the home, which was purchased
for $7 million three years ago, then gutted and reimagined with
bright, bold colors in a collaboration with interior designer Pa-
mela Hughes.

Besides its state-of-the-art security system, a landscape
lighting system recalculates sunrise and sunset daily to time
the outdoor lights. When the sun goes down, a system for light-
ing the owners’ contemporary art collection kicks in, each light
illuminating each painting and sculpture at the appropriate
level to avoid shadows. The centerpiece of their living room,

SARASOTA MAGAZINE | AUGUST 2016 57




At sunset, a lighting
system starts
illuminating every
piece in the owners’
contemporary

art collection;

light levels are
individually
controlled to avoid
shadows.

an Orb—a giant aluminum sculpture hanging
from the ceiling designed by architect-engi-
neer Chuck Hoberman (the owners saw it at
the big auto show in New York City and had to
have it)—contracts to 18 inches and expands
to a full six feet in response to computer
commands that also control a Lutron lighting

system that surrounds the Orb with changing

colors. It's a piece that has to be seen to be
believed.

The living room audio zone, with its high-

end JBL system, is “nightclub-ready; it rocks,”
says van den Broek. “The owner is good friends
with [a superstar rock 'n’ roller who lives in
Sarasotal, so his directive to me was, 'When he
comes over, | do not want to be embarrassed
by the music.”

It's important to integrate systems so they
work together, says van den Broek. “For exam-

ple, when they open the garage door, the in-
terior of the home lights a path so they never
come home to a dark house.”

Van den Broek used an Elan Entertainment
and Control System, which controls every-
thing from wall-mounted touch panels and
the homeowners’ computer tablets. “It's a
common-sense approach,” he says. "A monkey
with a stick has to be able to use our system,

@ otherwise people won't use it. They'll be dis-

G ET s M A RT couraged and unhappy with it
The owners were so pleased with the re-
: sults that they brought van den Broek back
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'front home that Electronic
srivent homeinat Electronic into the monitoring system. With but it's a bigger ticket iter; depending iPhone wherever to something in the

seasonal clients, especially, if on the number and size of the openings, you are in the bedroom, Mrs. Johnson : b E ~ ;
a leak goes undetected for six an range from $15,000 to a $90,000 waorld. It's the new can listen to something 1 pool. “We can paint the wall with color, move-

some advances. months it's a disaster.” t we're doing right now." standard.” else on the lanai” ': ment, all kinds of fun stuff," he says. Cool.
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House magazine named the 2016
“Smart 1e of the Year,” highlights
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